Statistics

Data on students, PhD students, postdocs
and staff has been collected from the
2008 annual reports of astronomical
institutes in Germany. This data shows
the following distribution:
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First conclusions from this study:

The fraction of female professors in
astronomy is only 4%, almost a factor two
smaller than for physics, significantly
below the EU average in sciences in
general.

The high fraction of female students
results from a high fraction among the
foreign students; German students have a
female fraction of only 20%.

For more information, please contact Maik Kriiger,
University of Tiibingen.




Perceptions of
Appropriate Behavior
Between Students and

Advisors in Astronomy

Adam J. Burgasser & Jacqueline Faherty

The authors present a brief survey among
various types of astronomy researchers to
examine how the perception of appro-
priate behaviour varies according to gen-
der, age, or professional/personal status.
On average, scenarios were seen as
more inappropriate for student/advisor
pairs with different genders than pairs with
the same genders. Given that female
students will less likely have a same-gen-
der advisor than male students, this trend
may have a negative effect on young
women’s student/advisor relation-ships.

Scenario: After a conference dinner, an advisor wants to
hang out with a research student and her/his friends
because they seem like fun people.
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