
LOCNOC meeting Utrecht, 22 sep 2011, 14h00
present: Jörg H’órandel (RU), Mariano Mendez (RUG), Lars Einarsen (UU), Reinier Peletier (RUG,

Astron), Anna Watts (UvA, new member), Nienke van de Marel (RUL; new member), Frank Verbunt (chair)
other mutations: Leon Boschman (RUG), Paul van de Werff (?; RUL)

1. the Minutes of the previous meeting require toning down; this will be done by Einar and Frank V.

2. De Herfstschool. This year’s school has the same topic and organization as the previous year. The
students all want to do it, both for the science and for the socializng with other graduate students from the
Netherlands. As a result, the large number of attendants is becoming a problem: 40 in 2008, 46 in 2009,
40 in 2010, 49 in 2011. This year has 24 female and 25 male students in the course. 21 students are from
Leiden, 12 from Groningen, 6 from Amsterdam, 4 from Gent, 4 from Nijmegen, and 2 from Delft. The local
organization is done by Frits Muller; communication with the astronomy communicty by Reinier Peletier.

The largest room at Astron holds 40 people, so for the plenary sessions (reception, presentation course)
it is not big enough. A second problem is that almost all students want to do one topic (this time: Epoch of
Reionization), sometimes prompted by their supervisors. The original rationale to train Utrecht/Amsterdam
students in Leiden/Groningen topic and vice versa no longer applies, as many students (most?) now originate
from abroad.

Several solutions are discussed for the space problem. Moving the course to a University city negatively
affects the socializing part. Giving the school twice per year would be possible, allowing some students to go
twice (30+30 students, one topic). The best solution may be to use another facility (hotel in Dwingeloo?)
for the plenary sessions.

The LOCNOC members agree that the organizers should have the last say in who does which course.
They also agree that the course that a student takes should NOT be in the field of her/his PhD topic.

3. The website. LOCNOC members agree that the sites for the Herstschool and for the IAC should
be under the control of the organizers, and that the central (NOVA) site should mainly provide a link, and
NOT try to make its own site for these two topics. Leiden does not have a link to the IAC site now; Nienke
wil look into this.

Updating the list of masterprogrammes is not done regularly. This should be a task for the LOCNOC
members, to be done when the information becomes available before the start of the academic year. The
local site should have a link to the LOCNOC site, which then provides links to Master programmes at other
universities. (We consider the Nijmegen site to be the most informative one.) At the moment Full Cost
Accounting may cause problems for students doing master courses at other universities, also in getting them
access to blackboard. We suggest that NOVA solves this via an interuniversity (intraNOVA) agreement.

4. Interacademiaal College (Inter-university course). (Following the meeting, Frank Verbunt had a
telephone conversation with Marijn Franx, from which it became clear that:) This year’s course will be
given by Marijn Franx, at a location in the Jaarbeursgebouw near the Central Station in Utrecht, on 8 days
as specified on the web site, spread over the 2nd semester. The topic will be Marijn’s course as given in the
Master programme of Leiden.

The students will have to hand in their solutions to problems set by Marijn. Marijn hopes that the
students can get local support in doing these problems; and also that this support grades the students
efforts and determines the grade. The LOCNOC members feel that the responsibility for the grading should
remain with the main teacher. Eline Tolstoy has agreed to be the local assistant for Groningen; Amsterdam
students will have to go to Leiden.

The question with the IAC is always whether enough students will attend. Expectation for this year is
good: some 10 each from Groningen en Leiden (where the course topic is in the mandatory programme), a
few each from Nijmegen and Amsterdam, perhaps a few from Utrecht. It is agreed that it would be good to
get an idea of the number of students at the beginning of the academic year. LOCNOC members are asked
to obtain this information locally.

Possible topics for the coming years: Instrumentation (De Vos, Hermsen, Brandtl); Asteroseismology
(Aerts, Dekker), The Solar System (Imke de Pater); Stellar atmospheres; Binaries.


